AFRICAN DEMOCRACY PROJECT: Mozambique

On October 23 through November 3, 2009, 12 scholars from Wayne State visited
Maputo, Mozambique accompanied by President Emeritus Irvin D. Reid, Associate
Professor Kevin Deegan-Krause and Assistant Professor Juanita Anderson. Students
documented their personal journeys throughout the program via blogs and video,
as well as film interviews with a broad range of constituents in the fledgling
democracy — ranging from former president Joaquim Chissano to citizens ‘on the
street” — as they gathered first-hand accounts of democracy in action. Divided
into research teams exploring, education and legal systems; religion and culture;
and health care; the contingent of Wayne State students fanned out across Maputo

Province poking every corner of the emerging democracy to dissect and understand
it. As a corollary to the African Democracy Project: Mozambique, President Chissano
visited Wayne State in Oct. 2010 as the second former head-of-state to deliver the
keynote lecture at FOCIS.
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His research in comparative politics emphasizes central
European politics, democracy, political institutions and
nationalism. His book Elected Affinities: Democracy and
Party Competition in Slovakia and the Czech Republic was
published in 2006 by Stanford University Press. His other
publications include articles in Party Politics, the Journal

of Democracy, East European Politics and Societies and
chapters in a variety of edited volumes. He is the recipient
of the Truman and Fulbright Scholarships as well as of
IREX Individual Advanced Research Grants. He has served
as a consultant for the U.S. Department of State on the
politics of central Europe. His on-going research concerns
the origins and consequences of political divides in new
democracies, including an edited-volume project on the
significance of intra-ethnic competition in ethnically-plural
societies called Houses Divided: The Intra-Ethnic Dynamics
of Inter-Ethnic Conflict, and a book project on the causes of
electoral support for authoritarian leaders in competitive
authoritarian regimes called Voting for Thugs: Explaining
Support for Postcommunist Strongmen.
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